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Abstract: There continues to be a vigorous public debate in our society about the status of climate science.
Much of the skepticism voiced in this debate suffers from a lack of understanding of how the science works - in
particular the complex interdisciplinary scientific modeling activities such as those which are at the heart of
climate science. In my recent book, Philosophy and Climate Science, I show how the philosophy of science can
contribute to better public understanding of some of the main pillars of climate science. In this talk, I will review
a few of the central topics of the book, focusing especially on how climate data are used to support hypotheses,
on the nature of probabilities in climate science, and on how climate science should be used to guide public
policy.
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