
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
Abstract:  Automated decision making tools are currently used in high stakes scenarios. From natural language 
processing tools used to automatically determine one’s suitability for a job, to health diagnostic systems trained 
to determine a patient’s outcome, machine learning models are used to make decisions that can have serious 
consequences on people’s lives. In spite of the consequential nature of these use cases, vendors of such models 
are not required to perform specific tests showing the suitability of their models for a given task. Nor are they 
required to provide documentation describing the characteristics of their models, or disclose the results of 
algorithmic audits to ensure that certain groups are not unfairly treated. I will show some examples to examine 
the dire consequences of basing decisions entirely on machine learning based systems, and discuss recent work 
on auditing and exposing the gender and skin tone bias found in commercial gender classification systems. I will 
end with the concept of an AI datasheet to standardize information for datasets and pre-trained models, in order 
to push the field as a whole towards transparency and accountability. 
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